
Whole School Overview of Writing 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Narrative Orally joining in with traditional 
tales and repeated phrases. 

Write a meaningful sentence or 
sequence of sentences. 

Simple stories with 
familiar settings, 
predictable and patterned 
language & Fairy tales  
 
3rd person narrative 
Setting and character 
description 

Extended stories with 
familiar settings & 
traditional tales Retelling of 
stories  
 
3rd person narrative 
Setting and character 
descriptions.  
 
Imitate, innovate and 
invent simple narrative 

Non-Fiction Letters of the alphabet 
 
Initial letters of names 
 
Labels 
  
Lists 

Initial sounds 
  
CVC words 
 
Labels  
 
Lists 
  
Captions 
  
Meaningful sentences 
 
Repetitive sentences 
 
Sequence of sentences 

Procedure 
Instructions 

Oral scientific report, 
 
 

Non-chronological 
report 
Fact file 

Information text 
 

Recount (personal and 
in role)- 

Familiar event 
Diaries 
Email 

Postcard 
 

 

Procedure 
Instructions 

Recipe 
Scientific Report 

 

Non-chronological 
report 
Fact file 

Information text 
 

Recount (personal and 
in role)- 

Familiar event 
Diaries 
Email 

Postcard 
Story retells 
Biography 

Poetry Orally reciting nursery 
rhymes 

Retelling familiar poems & 
rhymes 

Acrostics 
Riddles 

Haikus 
Diamantes 

 


